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Cirencester favoured the cause of Henry IV., and headed
by the bailiff seized his opponents, the earls of Kent and
Salisbury, and executed them in the streets without any
pretence at legal process1. This exploit earned for them
the commendation of Archbishop Arundel2; and they pro-
ceeded to bind themselves by oath to withdraw their ser-
vices from the abbot, refusing to send their corn to his
mills or to pay his tolls. Protected by the royal favour
they were able to defy the abbot with impunity, and the
king granted them a gild merchant, the control of their
trade and market, and a court to settle disputes. But the
abbot bided his time, and on the accession of Henry V.
obtained the annulment of the gild, and the townsmen
returned to their obedience3.
Triumph       The towns were not isolated in their struggle to achieve
Church,    independence.   The assailants of Abingdon Abbey in 1327,
for instance, were drawn from Oxfordshire and Berkshire,
and in particular a large number were citizens of Oxford4.
There appear to be no indications that English towns ever
formed confederacies for their mutual support after the
manner of continental towns5, but there are signs of sporadic
co-operation.   We also get occasional glimpses of the process
by which their  efforts   to achieve   emancipation  forced
the townsmen to recognize the need for corporate action.
The men of Bury St. Edmunds6 assessed themselves for a
sum of money to maintain their contest with the abbey,
and we may infer that in other towns a growing sense
of corporate consciousness was fostered by the pressure of
like circumstances.   None the less it is clear that in the long
conflict between the Church and the towns under its control,
the former almost invariably gained the upper hand.   The
towns, with their relatively scanty and feeble resources,
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